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An Introduction
W H AT I S T E D , T E D x a n d T E D x N o r t h C e n t r a l C o l l e g e ?

A PLATFORM FOR
MANIFESTING
ORIGINAL IDEAS
WHAT IS TED?

WHAT IS TEDx?

TED is a nonproﬁt devoted to spreading ideas, usually in

TEDx events are independently-organized, licensed

the form of short, powerful talks (18 minutes or less). TED

TED-like events that foster learning, innovation and

began in 1984 as a conference where Technology,

wonder, and bring together local communities to spark

Entertainment and Design converged, and today covers

conversation around ideas worth spreading. A TEDx

almost all topics — from science to business to global

conference is a suite of short, carefully prepared talks,

issues — in more than 100 languages.

demonstrations and performances that are idea-focused,
and cover a wide range of subjects to foster learning,
inspiration and wonder – and provoke conversations
that matter.

WHAT IS TEDxNorthCentralCollege?
As a comprehensive liberal arts college, North Central values a broad-based, interdisciplinary education that
provides an ideal environment for the exchange of ideas. When the power of interdisciplinary learning is
combined with a passion for the common good, the results are innovative solutions for lasting social impact. This
is what you can expect from TEDxNorthCentralCollege. The theme for this year’s TEDxNorthCentralCollege
2016 conference is: THE CHANGING OF THE GUARDS
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What We Look For
Q UA L I T I E S O F A T E D x S P E A K E R & A T E D x TA L K

LESS “WHO”
MORE “WHY”
TEDxNorthCentralCollege SPEAKERS

Are members of the North Central College family who have well-formed ideas worth spreading.

Students: We ask that you prepare a 3 minute talk. That’s right, just 3 minutes. About the time it takes you to ﬁll up your car.
That means that you have to be concise and cogent yet powerful and engaging. Your idea and your talk should light up the
synaptic connections within people’s brains so that they can connect in new and creative ways with the people and the world
around them. Help us see change in a whole new light.

Alumni & NCC Community Members: You have a little longer. Twelve minutes. That is the length of time you will have to share
your idea on stage. We keep it brief on purpose. This short talk model works, since it only demands the audience's attention for
a short period of time, decreasing the chance of minds wandering or daydreaming about lunch. In fact, some of our greatest
TED Talks have been as short as 5 minutes long!

WHAT IS A GREAT, WELL-FORMED IDEA?

It can actually be one of two things:
Something that’s new and surprising; an idea or invention that your audience has never heard about.

A great basic idea (that your audience has maybe already heard) with a compelling new argument behind it that challenges
beliefs and perspectives.

In other words, an idea isn’t just a story or a list of facts. A good idea takes certain evidence or observations and draws a
larger conclusion.
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Q UA L I T I E S O F A T E D x S P E A K E R & A T E D x TA L K
CONTINUED

NOT YOUR
STANDARD
CONFERENCE

TYPES OF TALKS

THE BIG IDEA

When searching for speakers, you can keep in

The talks that make one or two very strong points,

mind these seven diﬀerent types of talks — not

and it’s important. Examples: Bryan Stevenson,

every speaker’s talk has to be exactly the same.

Onora O'Neill, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

THE ARTIST’S STATEMENT

THE PERFORMANCE

In these talks, artists showcase their art and

Music, dance, magic, puppetry, or some other

explain the meaning and process behind what

performance to captivate your audience.

they create. Examples: Raghava KK, Liu Bolin,

Examples: Usman Riaz + Preston Reed, Arthur

Aparna Rao

Benjamin, Pilobolus

THE TECH DEMO

THE “DAZZLE WITH WONDER”

An onstage look at some clever new invention

These talks are mainly about the amazement of

that the speaker was a part of creating. Examples:

science and discovery. Examples: Yoav Medan,

Tan Le, Markus Fischer, Raﬀaello D'Andrea

Marcus Byrne, Janna Levin

THE SMALL IDEA

THE “ISSUE” TALK

These talks are not about one big, world-changing

These talks expose your audience to an issue that

idea, but instead a very engaging take on an

they may not otherwise know much about.

interesting topic. Examples: Mary Roach, Joe

Examples: Rodrigo Canales, Lawrence Lessig, Rose

Smith, Charlie Todd

George
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Need Encouragement?
W H Y S H O U L D YO U A P P LY TO B E A S P E A K E R

MEANINGFULLY ENGAGE

This is your chance to challenge the status quo and intellectually engage an attentive
audience.

BEST & BRIGHTEST

We will select those speakers from the North Central College community who stand out in
their thinking & doing.

GAIN A PLATFORM

Your idea will be heard, and not only by people in the live audience but also by those at the
streaming location and visitors of the TEDxNorthCentralCollege website.

REACH DECISION MAKERS

Your idea will be heard, and not only by people in the live audience but also by those at the

REATE
EANINGFUL
NTERACTION

streaming location and visitors of the TEDxNorthCentralCollege website.
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Speaker Responsibilities
T H E E X P E C TAT I O N S F O R A T E D x S P E A K E R

COMMITTED TO
BRILLIANCE
DEADLINES

The application deadline is March 7. If you are selected to speak at TEDxNorthCentralCollege, we will expect you to cooperate
with our Speaker Team to provide timely drafts and samples of your talk.

WORKING TOGETHER

We view this event as a collaborative process. If you are selected to speak at our TEDx conference, you are part of our North
Central TEDx team. We are here as a resource, sounding board, and curating crew. Our goal is to engage minds and connect
our community in the way we consider change. This means that we want and need your best. We chose you because you are
the expert in your idea. Let us help you reﬁne your content and ﬁnesse your delivery.

ATTENDANCE

To help make this event the best it can be, we need you to attend speaker curating sessions and rehearsals when necessary.
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Contact Us
JOIN THE TEDxNorthCentralCollege LINEUP

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact us @ TEDxNorthCentralCollege@noctrl.edu

CONNECT

Twitter: @TedXNC

APPLICATION DUE DATE

Speaker applications are due on MARCH 7, 2016

TEDxNorthCentralCollege

April 29th, 2016 @ 4:30 PM
Meiley-Swallow Hall at North Central College
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